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can provide complete livelihood. But hand-weaving is not a lost
art. Several million men know hand-weaving. But very few
know hand-spinning in the true sense of the term. Tens of thou-
sands are, it is true, turning the wheel today but only a few are
spinning yarn. The cry all over is that hand-spun yarn is not good
enough for warp. Just as half-baked bread is no bread, even so ill-
spun weak thread is no yarn. Thousands of men must know hand-
spinning to be able in their respective districts to improve the
quality of the yarn that is now being spun in the country. There-
fore those who offer civil disobedience for the sake of establishing
swaraj must know hand-spinning. Mark, they are not required
to turn out yarn every day. It would be well if they did. But they
must know how to spin even properly twisted yarn. It was a
happy omen to me that in spite of the opposition the amendment
was rejected by a large majority. One argument advanced in
favour of rejection was that the Sikh men considered it an undigni-
fied occupation to spin and looked down upon hand-weaving. I
do hope that the sentiment is not representative of the brave com-
munity. Any community that despises occupations that bring an
honest livelihood is a community going down an incline. If spin-
ning has been the speciality of women, it is because they have
more leisure and not because it is an inferior occupation. The
underlying suggestion that a wielder of the sword will not wield
the wheel is to take a distorted view of a soldier's calling. A man
who lives by the sword does not serve his community even as the
soldiers in the .employ of the Government do not serve the coun-
try. The wielding of the sword is an unnatural occupation resorted
to among civilized people only on extra-ordinary occasions and
only for self-defence. To live by hand-spinning and hand-weaving
is any day more manly than to live by killing. Aurangzeb was
not the less a soldier for sewing caps. What we prize in the
Sikhs is not their ability to kill. The late Sardar Lachhman Singh
will go down to posterity as a hero because he knew how to die.
The mahant1 of Nankana Saheb will go down to posterity as a mur-
derer. I hope therefore that no man will decline to learn the beauti-
ful life-giving art of hand-spinning on the ground of its supposed
inferiority.

MILL-SPUN v. HAND-SPUN

The attack against the requirement that a resistant district
or tahsil should manufacture its own cloth had more reason than

1 Custodian of a temple